EnGro Corporation has been promoting the use
of environmentally friendly cement products for

more than two decades

by mike lee

LEADING slag-cement producer EnGro
Corporation has scored a Merit Achieve-
ment at the Singapore Environmental
Achievement Awards this year.

Mr Vincent Loh, EnGro's Knowledge
Management assistant manager, says:
“The award reflects EnGro’s efforts over
the years which focus on achieving the tri-
ple bottomline of ‘People-Planet-Profit]
in line with EnGro’s vision of ‘Building
Sustainability' in whatever we do.

‘“We hope that other local companies
will join us in going green”

Way before “eco” became abugzzword,
EnGro has already ventured into green ce-
ment products since the 8os, promioting
the use of its Ground Granulated Blast-
furnace Slag (GGBS) for blended cement
in Singapore.

The production of GGBS is based on
recycling slag, a by-product from iron
and steel production, GGBS can used as
an eco-friendly replacement for conven-
tional cement, which produces almost
one ton of carbon dioxide per ton of ce-
ment manufactured. In contrast, each ton
of GGBS produced emits only around 0,05
ton of carbon dioxide. Tt also utilises slag
which would otherwise end up inlandfills,

GGBS is cheaper than conventional
cement. It also doubles the lifespan of
building structures tomore than 100 years
compared with conventional cement.

The tirst local cement company to be

granted Singapore Green Label accredi-
tation by the Singapore Environment
Council, EnGro has 10 products certified
under the scheme to date.

It supplies green cement to wide-
ranging projects locally and overseas, like
the Marina Bay Sands and the 1,318km
Beijing-Shanghai High-Speed Railway.

‘The company has come a long way on
its green journey, facing eynicism initially
when it first promoted its eco-friendly
cement.

But, Mr Loh says that a recent com-
pany campaign to raise awareness among
parties such as property developers,
builders, architects and engineers is
starting to bear fruits.

He predicts that more green cement
will be used in place of conventional ce-
ment with increasing emphasis placed on
green building projects, as stakeholders
heedthe call of the Building and Construc-
tion Authority’s second Green Building
Masterplan, which aims to green 8o per
cent of all buildings in Singapare by 2030.

The company wants to do more to help
educate small and medium enterprises to
adopt sustainable development practices.

It is volunteering to initiate a private
community called Friends of Building
Sustainability, where multi-industry
stakeholders can share and exchange up-
to-date knowledge related to sustainable
development and climate change, whilst
encouraging cross-fertilising of innova-
tiveideas for enhancing green awareness,
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EnGro was the first in the local cement
sector to have its eco-friendly building
materials approved with the Singapore
Green Label Scheme (SGLS)
administered by the Singapore
Environment Council (SEC).
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REDUCE

EnGro was also the first to conduct an
independent carbon footprint assessment on its
low-carbon Green Label certified products which
allow its customers to reliably assess the carbon
footprint of materials that go into the construction
projects.
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Carbon Neutral

NEUTRALIZE

As another first in the local cement sector,
EnGro will provide Carbon Neutral cement
to its customers. Other local companies
can also purchase cost-effective carbon
credits from EnGro in order to achieve
their Carbon Neutral targets.
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